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Reading is primarily a tool, meaning must be 
associated with it, and in this development of mean-
ing we must help children organize their thinking. 
This . statement is confirmed by McKeel who SAys, 
Any teaching of reading that does not 1ead the 
child to respond to printed symbols with meanings, 
concepts, and the like, fails in its fundamental 
purpose. 
The development of' a meaning vocabulary can be made more 
clear by Holmes 2 who declares , 
Throughout the time devoted to building new mean-
ings f'or words, the teacher will strive to accomplish 
two purposes. First, ahe will see to it that the 
meaning appearance, and pronunciation of the word are 
constantly associated with one another in the child's 
thinking. Second, she will endeavor constantly to re-
l a.te the new meaning to the general topic of' the study 
period. In so doing she will help the children to ex-
pand their vocabularies without allowing the learning 
situation to become stilted or artificial. 
As Durrell3 has pointed out, 
Learning and retention are enhanced by a rich ex-
perience with the meaning of' each word. 
Therefore, as the child develops, his experience becomes 
more vast and his vocabulary and his growth in meanings in-
creases. 
1 Paul McKee, Read~ and Literature in the Elementatt 
School, The Rive~de-press, Cambriage;-;assachuse s: 
1934, P• 94· II 
2 Eleanor Holmes, "Vocabulary Instruction and Reading", The I 
Elementary f!Slish Review, Detroit, Michigan: Volume XI; 
No. lj:, Apri , 19~-, P• 165. 
3 Donald D. Durrell, Improvement o~ Basic Readi~ Abilities , 
World Book Company, Yorikers-on-nlldson, New Yor : 1940, 
P• 163. 
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APPENDIX B 
VOCABULARY OF RELIGION TEST 

72 
Responae 
God 
-----------------------------------------
sin ·--------------------~-------------------holy ____________________________________ __ 
heaT en. ____________________________________ __ 
graoe ______________________________________ _ 
lord 
----------------------------------------
Amen 
·----------------------------------------
bless.ed 
-------------------------------------angel. ______________________________________ _ 
person~--------------------------------------
communion 
·-----------------------------------priest ____________________________________ __ 
soul 
----------------------------------------
sacrament 
-----------------------------------man _________________________________________ _ 
Mass 
----------------------------------------commit ____________________________________ __ 
baptism~-----------------------------------
forgiTe ____________________________________ _ 
mortal 
--------------------------------------almi&nty_. ______________________________ _ 
offer ______________________________________ _ 




